
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS B IEF
 

The News Brief is provided to you by the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Training and 

Technical Assistance Center (TTAC) at Brandeis University.  The News Brief consolidates 

information on various topics related to prescription drugs which may be of interest to PDMPs 

and other state agencies, federal partners, and other stakeholders.  The TTAC team will strive to 

include relevant articles, news stories, and general information specific to PDMPs as well as 

general prescription drug facts.  The TTAC welcomes comments and suggestions about the 

information included in the News Brief.  Please send your comments to: info@pdmpassist.org. 

Items of Interest  

Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP)        Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

2013 Prevention Status Reports by State  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Target America: Opening Eyes to the Damage Drugs Cause     Drug Enforcement Administration 

Drug Abuse Costs Employers $81 Billion Per Year            EHS Today 

CVS Probed in Alleged Loss of Painkillers           Los Angeles Times 

Heroin Research Report           National Institute of Drug Abuse 

Why Aren’t Doctors Drug Tested?            New York Times 

Hand-Held Treatment for Overdoses Is Approved            New York Times 

Reducing Prescription Drug Abuse: Lessons Learned from an NGA Policy Academy 

National Governors Association 

Drug Smugglers Have a New Cargo: Cheap Prescriptions Meds from Mexico          PBS Newshour 

Massachusetts Bans Sale of FDA-approved Zogenix Painkiller               Reuters 

HHS Releases Security Risk Assessment Tool on with HIPAA Compliance 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

VA Initiative Shows Early Promise in Reducing Use of Opioids for Chronic Pain 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Zohydro Maker Touts Drug Safety Board   US News and World Report 

New Herbal Stimulant Creates Buzz, Worry about Addiction         USA Today 

Marijuana Industry’s Full-Time Lobbyist          Washington Post 
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mailto:info@pdmpassist.org
http://hcupnet.ahrq.gov/HCUPnet.jsp
http://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/psr/state_reports.html
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/hq/2014/hq021114.shtml
http://ehstoday.com/health/drug-abuse-costs-employers-81-billion-year
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-lazarus-20140311,0,1949776.column#axzz2veceFjlk
http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/heroin
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/13/opinion/why-arent-doctors-drug-tested.html?action=click&module=Search&region=searchResults%230&version=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fquery.nytimes.com%2Fsearch%2Fsitesearch%2F%3Faction%3Dclick%26region%3DMasthead%26pgtype%3DHomepage%26module%3DSearchSubmit%26contentCollection%3DHomepage%26t%3Dqry780%23%2FLevinson%2F24hours%2F&_r=3
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/04/health/fda-approves-portable-drug-overdose-treatment.html?hp&_r=0
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/2014/1402ReducingPrescriptionDrugAbuse-Paper.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/mexico-texas-risk-illegal-trade-prescription-medicine/
http://drugfree.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe8b33972f29b8e3f893baefc&id=8155bd37d0&e=fbb1077d93
http://www.pdmpassist.org/pdf/SOUTH%202014_RegionalAgenda%20DRAFT_20140313.pdf
http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=2529
http://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2014/03/26/under-fire-zohydro-maker-touts-drug-safety-board
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/27/kratom-herbal-stimulant-drug/5868923/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/big-pot-rising-on-capitol-hill-nations-first-full-time-marijuana-lobbyist-makes-his-rounds/2014/03/24/dbc8c0c0-b07b-11e3-95e8-39bef8e9a48b_story.html


Google Faces New Pressure from States to Crack Down on Illegal Online Drug Sales 

Washington Post 

 

Prescription Drug Studies and Research 

Opioid Analgesic Prescribing for Headaches Rises in U.S. Emergency Departments 

American College of Medical Toxicology 

Prescriptions for Opioids Stabilizing After Fivefold Increase in 10-Year Span     HealthCanal 

ERs Dispensing More Narcotic Painkillers: Study            HealthDay 

Many US Seniors Get Prescription Painkillers from Multiple Doctors         HealthDay 

Prescription Drug Monitoring and Dispensing Prescription Opioids  National Institutes of Health 

5 Things to Know about Opioid Overdoses            Office of National Drug Control Policy 

What America’s Users Spend on Illegal Drugs: 2000-2010 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 

America’s New Drug Policy Landscape      PewResearch Center for the People & the Press 

Using the Theory of Planned Behavior to Examine Pharmacists’ Intention to Utilize a 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Database     Science Direct 

 

Upcoming Training Opportunities and Conferences 

(add city) 

May 

4-7 National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) Annual 

Technology & Business Conference - Scottsdale, AZ 

7-9 20th National Treatment Accountability for Safer Communities (TASC) 

Conference on Drugs, Crime & Reentry - Birmingham, AL 

15-16 National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators – Multi-State 

Training Conference - Rising Sun, IN 

16-20 2014 National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers: The Future 

of Addiction Treatment – Charlotte, NC 

June 

 8-10  2014 International Conference on Opioids - Boston, MA 

 23-27  Principles and Practice of Pain Medicine - Cambridge, MA 

 28-29  DEA Pharmacy Diversion Awareness Conference - Phoenix, AZ 

July 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/google-faces-new-pressure-from-states-to-crack-down-on-illegal-online-drug-sales/2014/04/15/6dfc61fa-be6d-11e3-b195-dd0c1174052c_story.html
http://www.acmt.net/_Library/Press_Releases/Opioid_Analgesic_Prescribing_for_Headaches_Rises_in_U_S_Emergency_Departments_03_14.pdf
http://www.healthcanal.com/substance-abuse/48553-prescriptions-for-opioids-stabilizing-after-fivefold-increase-in-10-year-span.html
http://consumer.healthday.com/general-health-information-16/drug-abuse-news-210/er-narcotic-prescriptions-up-sharply-in-past-decade-685954.html
http://consumer.healthday.com/senior-citizen-information-31/misc-aging-news-10/one-third-of-elderly-patients-get-potent-painkillers-from-multiple-doctors-685010.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24587548
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/02/10/5-things-know-about-opioid-overdoses
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/policy-and-research/wausid_results_report.pdf
http://www.people-press.org/2014/04/02/americas-new-drug-policy-landscape/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&ved=0CEkQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Fpublication%2F244480331_Using_the_theory_of_planned_behavior_to_examine_pharmacists%27_intention_to_utilize_a_prescription_drug_monitoring_program_database%2Ffile%2F72e7e521ba2a80382a.pdf&ei=hw8rU971Hsbo2AWIw4HgAw&usg=AFQjCNGlxjuZmh257-QNe0MGqrFQPFdckA&bvm=bv.62922401,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&ved=0CEkQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Fpublication%2F244480331_Using_the_theory_of_planned_behavior_to_examine_pharmacists%27_intention_to_utilize_a_prescription_drug_monitoring_program_database%2Ffile%2F72e7e521ba2a80382a.pdf&ei=hw8rU971Hsbo2AWIw4HgAw&usg=AFQjCNGlxjuZmh257-QNe0MGqrFQPFdckA&bvm=bv.62922401,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.ncpdp.org/ac/program.aspx
http://www.ncpdp.org/ac/program.aspx
http://www.nationaltasc.org/annualconference/
http://www.nationaltasc.org/annualconference/
http://www.naddi.org/aws/NADDI/pt/sd/calendar/31182/_PARENT/layout_details/false
http://www.naddi.org/aws/NADDI/pt/sd/calendar/31182/_PARENT/layout_details/false
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=528af646-b01c-492a-bcae-8b2f29fdd27e&c=fc6c95c0-36fc-11e3-8806-d4ae5292c47d&ch=fd42d180-36fc-11e3-889e-d4ae5292c47d
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=528af646-b01c-492a-bcae-8b2f29fdd27e&c=fc6c95c0-36fc-11e3-8806-d4ae5292c47d&ch=fd42d180-36fc-11e3-889e-d4ae5292c47d
http://opioidconference.org/
http://www.mdlinx.com/pain-management/conference-details.cfm/74352/Principles-and-Practice-of-Pain-Medicine-Cambridge-Massachusetts-United-States/
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pdac2/spring/autoEventSelect;jsessionid=CFF38BAD0313FF649F116CB2CA840B93?execution=e1s1


 12-13  DEA Pharmacy Diversion Awareness Conference - Philadelphia, PA 

17-18 National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators – Multi-State 

Training Conference – New Orleans, LA 

 20-24  CADCA’s Mid-Year Training Institute 2014 – Orlando, FL 

              

PDMP Training and Technical Assistance Contact – You can reach the TTAC team by 

telephone 781-609-7741 or e-mail info@pdmpassist.org. 
              

This news brief was produced by the PDMP Training and Technical Center at Brandeis 

University. This project was supported by Grant No. 2011-PM-BX-K001 awarded by the Bureau 

of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Office of Justice 

Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, 

the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and the Office for Victims of Crime. 

Points of view or opinions in this document are those of the author and do not represent the 

official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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